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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD

I r e n e  He n s i n g e r

The Handley Educational
Foundation was originally
established to provide financial
support for a new campus. In
the interim, the Handley
Educational Foundation has
supported the unique needs of
Handley’s creative and
academically talented student
population. In 2022, we began to
deliver on a long held goal of
the foundation.

The Handley Educational
Foundation believes that all
children deserve learning that
emphasizes critical thinking,
exploration, and creativity. We
also believe in the unique needs
of creative and academically
talented learners. We advocate
to increase awareness of these
needs and provide resources and
spaces to better meet these
needs. 

We have an opportunity to make
Handley School’s play
experience match the academic
experience students have
received since 1981. The new
Handley School building, to be
completed in August 2023, has
three professionally designed
playgrounds, modeled after 

Dow’s Whiting Forest in Midland,
MI. The Handley Educational
Foundation has funded these
designs and we are ready to
bring these designs to life.  We
hope to build better play
through research, design and
advocacy. 

Handley Hills is not just a
playground. It will be a fully
inclusive and accessible
experience. Children with
physical disabilities and
neurodivergence will be able to
participate in a full range of
opportunities.  

Children deserve the chance to
design their own play and be
active while doing it. These
autonomies are in line with
Handley School’s philosophies.
In 2023, we look forward to
rolling hills, endless running
opportunities, climbing
experiences in plenty, and slides
that put that play on repeat.  

Former Handley School Principal
Handley Educational Foundation Chair



OUR YEAR

6

The Handley Educational Foundation Board's vacancies were
filled.

Irene Hensinger, former Handley Principal
Kathy Couillard, former Handley Principal
Julie Miller, current Handley Principal 
Crystal Weir, Certified educator
Renu Madala, Handley Home and School Association Board
Allison Vincent, Intellectual Property Manager at Nexteer 

In 2022, $28,000 in funding was allocated to the
design of the play spaces on the new Handley
Campus, slated for completion in 2023.

$1.41M
In December of 2022, we began applying for and
receiving grant funding for Handley Hills, the
innovative and inclusive play experience at the new
Handley Campus.

$28K


